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McNerney’s Border Security Farce

Jerry McNerney Stages Photo-Op at Border to Distract Voters from His Abysmal Record on Illegal Immigration

Washington- Rep. Jerry McNerney (CA-11) is rushing to the U.S.-Mexico border to stage a photo-op in order to distract voters from his liberal and atrocious record on the issue illegal immigration.  Clearly feeling the pressure, McNerney must be concerned about looking tough on border security, but he isn’t fooling anybody about his record of supporting taxpayer-funded benefits for illegal immigrants.

In an extremely controversial “stolen vote” last August – still under Congressional investigation –  McNerney voted to allow illegal immigrants to receive taxpayer-funded benefits (House Roll Call 814) . 

In the dead of night, McNerney was caught switching his vote on this measure, despite the fact that the vote had been gaveled.

Congressional Quarterly reported on McNerney’s inexplicable actions:

“The floor confusion arose when, with the tally tied at 214-214, two politically vulnerable Democrats, Nick Lampson of Texas and Harry E. 

Mitchell of Arizona, went to the well of the chamber to switch their votes to “no.” The buddy system would prevent Democrats who voted “no” 

from being targeted as the deciding vote in future campaign ads…”

“Within a minute or so, a flurry of post-gavel vote switches by Reps. 

Zack Space of Ohio, Kirsten Gillibrand of New York and Jerry McNerney of California — resulted in an official outcome of 212-216.” 

(Congressional Quarterly, 8/3/07)

As the Lodi News-Sentinel reports, now McNerney is headed to the border 

to for a photo-op:

“Congressman Jerry McNerney, D-Pleasenton, announced today that he will 

lead a two-day Congressional delegation trip to the border between 

California and Mexico.

“According to a statement released by McNerney's office, the trip will 

serve as a ‘fact-finding’ mission for McNerney and others to gain a 

firsthand perspective from U.S. Border Patrol agents about what is 

working and what isn't in stemming the flow of illegal border crossings 

and drugs entering the nation.” (News-Sentinel 1/12/08)

Here’s a hint for Jerry McNerney about what “isn’t working” in the 

federal government’s efforts to stem the flow of illegal border 

crossings: Voting in favor of taxpayer-funded benefits for illegal 

immigrants only provides greater incentive for illegal immigrants 

looking to cross the border. Instead of scrambling to spin his damaging 

record of supporting taxpayer-funded benefits for illegal immigrants, 

McNerney should stop pandering to his liberal leaders in Washington, 

and start spending more time listening to the voters in his district 

when it comes to an issue as important as border security and 

immigration reform.
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